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appear usually in connection with points of relatively minor importance , 
they rob this portion of the study of the authoritative value to which 
the other chapters may lay claim. 

Despite the serious weakness mentioned, Professor Bonnard's book 
has real value as a brief, clear, well-arranged summary of information 
not otherwise readily available. It enables the reader to compare intel- 
ligently the three systems of jurisprudence under consideration and to 
judge with some accuracy the merits and defects of each. 

Robert E. Cushman. 

Columbia University. 

The Law and the Poor. By Edward Abbott Parry. Lon- 
don, Smith, Elder and Company, 19 14. — xxi, 316 pp. 

At the turn of the century when England, like most other progressive 
countries, was much engaged in retrospection and stock-taking, the 
Macmillan Company published a timely volume entitled A Century of 
Law Reform. It consisted of twelve lectures on the changes in the 
law of England during the nineteenth century — lectures delivered under 
the auspices of the Council of Legal Education in the hall of Lincoln's 
Inn during 1900-1901. It was an exhilarating book; for it was a 
record of beneficent reforms — reforms of which an old-world and once 
slow-moving country like England might well be proud. But much as 
was accomplished in the nineteenth century, Judge Parry's book on 
The Law and the Poor, which comes fourteen years later, makes it 
abundantly clear that much remains to be done in the reform of the 
laws administered by the police magistrates, in the county courts, and 
in the divorce court in London, before it can be claimed that rich and 
poor in England enjoy equality under the law. 

Mr. Parry has been a judge of county courts in Manchester and 
Lambeth for twenty years. Seldom or never is a county court judge in 
England promoted to the higher courts — to the dignity and emoluments 
of a judge sitting in the courts in the Strand and going on assize cir- 
cuits. Apparently Judge Parry has made up his mind that no such 
promotion nor even an honorary degree of LL. D. from any of the 
older universities is likely to come his way ; for in The Law and the 
Poor he has written the most readable and probably the most outspoken 
and revealing book on social conditions in England that has come from 
the press since the first enfranchisement of working men in 1867. It 
is written with a first-hand and intimate knowledge of the conditions of 
the laboring, the artisan, and the lower middle -class populations of Man- 
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Chester and London, and with an equally penetrating insight into the 
devious and sinister methods of the traders who prey on the wage earn- 
ers. It is written with a humor that is contagious, and with a sympathy 
for democracy and the upward striving of the working classes that is 
surprising from a man who has been at the bar and on the bench. 

English lawyers, like English statesmen and politicians, are ade- 
quately represented in British biography and memoirs. Usually there 
is little to distinguish the memoirs of one English judge from those of 
another. The anecdotes vary a little ; otherwise judicial memoirs run 
in much the same conventional and comfortable vein — the story of the 
struggle for a place at the bar ; of success there and a seat in the House 
of Commons ; with a judgeship and a retiring pension as the goal. 
Judge Parry's book is not a memoir in this sense of the word. It is 
quite unconventional and unlike any other book written by an English 
judge ; for it is a record of his experiences and observations as a judge 
in the county court and as a magistrate at petty sessions ; and its aim 
is to make English law-makers and the English people understand how 
the laws touch the daily lives of the wage-earning population, and where 
and why these laws are urgently in need of reform. It is dedicated to 
the ' ' man in the street ... in the pious hope that he will take up 
his job [the work of reform] and do it." 

Judge Parry knows the history of the law as it has touched the poor 
from the days of serfdom — knows it as well as he knows the laws he 
has so long administered as judge of county courts. He is under no 
misapprehension as to the law having always borne hardly on the poor. 
The law — as he shows — has had no good days for the poor ; and the 
poor " are suffering today at the hands of the law, because in the evo- 
lution of things we have a lot of old derelict laws made by slave-owners 
for slaves, by masters for serfs, by landlords for the landless." The 
book has two characteristics. It is authoritative and it is remarkably 
well written. It is so well written, so outspoken and so compelling in 
interest that at other times than when England is engaged in a great 
war it could not have failed to mark the beginning of a propaganda to 
secure the reforms that the author proves are long overdue. There is 
a bibliography of seven closely printed pages which is unique in arrange- 
ment, and admirable as a guide to much of the social history of Eng- 
land from the days of the Stuarts to the socialistic legislation of the 
parliaments of 1906-1914. 

Edward Porritt. 

Hartford, Connecticut. 



